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Guidelines:
< A prefix i a group of letters that appears at the front of a word. A
pref affects the meaning o the oot (base) word © which it atached.
o determine whether o not 2 goup of leers i a pref, remove them
fiom the word. Th leters are 2 prefx. if 2 known word remans. For exam-
pl, remove the lettrs n from the ollowing words: unhappy, untie, unce,
uningeested.In which wordare the lcers un 0ot a prefix? Yes, these -

s are not a prefiin the word unce

« Make students aware of the following warn-
ings about prefixes.

1. Most prefixes have more than one meaning.
For exaimple, the prefx un can mean “noc” s In
unhappy, or “do the opposic of” a5 n uncie.
“Teach the muliple meanings o the mostcom-
mon prefixes, and use careul anguage during
lessons such as, “the prefx un sometimes
means not”

9. Be carefl of leer lusers that ook ke pre-
fixes, but aren's. For example, when th leters
un ate emoved from uncl, 00 ecognizable ot
word i lef In addidon, when the lters in are
temoved from invented, the word that remains
has 1o elaion 0 the whole word. The prefies.
that cause the most diffclty are e, iz, and dis

3. Don' rely solly on word-part cues o deer-
mine meaning. Use context clues as well o veri-
£ word's meaning. For example, you might
think the word unassuming means “not assum-
ing/not supposing” instad of s acual meaning.
“modest.” It i estimated that about 15 to 20% of the prfied words st
dents will encounter share this complexiy (Whit ecal., 1089).

 Teach only the most common prefixes. The chartthat olows shows
the most common based on a count o prefixed words appearing in the
Word Frequency Book (Camol Davies, and Richman, 1971). The peeix w2
alone accouns foralmostone.thin o th total. The tp thrce on the st
account forover half.
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